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Discussion group 2: Facilitating public access to biosafety information
Theme 1: Procedures for facilitating public access to biosafety information 
1. What procedures are in place in your country to facilitate public access to biosafety information?
2. Should countries mainly notify its public on essential biosafety information made available or also make available information upon request? 
3. How are requests for access to biosafety-related information handled? Is there a standard request form?
4. In your experience, is it necessary to designate specific government agencies handling specific types of LMOs or biosafety experts in one government agency handling all types of LMOs to be responsible for making information available to the public?
Theme 2: Format and language 

1. In what format is biosafety information principally made available; electronically (e.g. soft copies via e-mail, CD-ROM or flash disks) or in hard copies?
2. Is it feasible to make information available in languages other than the official national language(s)?
3. Should governments be required to provide biosafety information to the public in a summarised or simplified/comprehensible format? If so, please provide examples.
Theme 3: Timelines for providing information upon request
1. In your experience, do your national laws or administrative procedures set time limits within which information should be provided upon request? 
2. Are these time limits complied with? If not, please specify.

3. In your opinion, are these time limits sufficient? If not, please specify. 

4. What would be a reasonable maximum time limit for responding to requests for biosafety information? Are there provisions for extensions? 
5. Are notices issued when the requested biosafety information is available?
Theme 4: Charging for providing information upon request
1. In your experience, does your government charge a fee to cover operational costs and other basic costs? If so, please specify.  
2. What type of biosafety information is provided free of charge/available at a cost?
3.
If access to the biosafety information is to be free of charge, who should cover the cost of reproducing and distributing the information?
Theme 5: Denial of information upon request
1. Are there established criteria for denying access to biosafety information and, if yes, are the criteria publicly known?
2. In your experience, under what circumstances should access to information be denied?
3. On what ground is/should access to biosafety information be denied?
Theme 6 : Confidentiality 

1.
What laws and/or procedures are in place in your country to determine which biosafety information is to be considered confidential information?

2.
What is/are the reason(s) for your country to have certain type of biosafety information confidential?

3.
What are the major challenges with confidential information and how can they be addressed?
4.
Is information available according to paragraph 6 of Article 21?  

Theme 7: Appeals 
1. Is an appeals system in place that members of the public can use if they consider biosafety information to be unjustifiably withheld or otherwise not made available?
2. What government agencies and/or independent bodies are responsible for handling public appeals against denial of access to biosafety information?

3. Is there a system to protect those seeking appeals from being penalized, persecuted or harassed?
4. Does the government make resources available to enable public to appeal when information is wrongly withheld, or otherwise not made available?

Theme 8: Means of active dissemination (public access to information) 
1. What are the primary means through which biosafety information is made available to the public (e.g. BCH, national website or database, e-mail, post, information centres)?

2. What are the primary means through which the public is notified about available biosafety information (e.g. newspaper, radio, TV, notice boards, e-mail alerts)? 
3. How are new information and communications technologies, including online networks and forums and social media (e.g. Facebook, twitter, webinars) being used or should be used to facilitate public access to biosafety information?
4. In your experience, what means should be used to facilitate public access to biosafety information to different target groups?

Theme 9: Biosafety records management systems
1. Has your country established a biosafety records management system to ease public access to biosafety information? If yes, what type of system is in place (e.g. electronic or physical filing system)?

2. In your opinion, how can governments improve collecting and actively making accessible  information to the public through a records management systems?

3. Are there clearly defined policies and procedures for filing, accessing, and managing biosafety records? If yes, please provide examples.
4. What type of classification and documentation system is in place to ease access to biosafety information? For example, are metadata about existing records in place?

5. How is the information/content in the records compiled and validated?
6. What system is in place to audit and archive or dispose of old records?
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